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SACRAMENTO--Exactly one y_ear after signing a historic ,,peace treaty" in California’s water
¯ disputes, state and federal officials alo.ng with representatives from agrieultur_al, environmental and
urban water interests, gathered along the banks of the Sacramento River to announce a variety of new
env:ironmental restoration projects and tohighlight progress in the continuing collaboration to develop
a 10ng-termsolutionto California’ S ~maj or water problems.

~ The one’year anniversary o~’the Bay-Delta Accord also marked another important milestone ffl
. California water policy--the start~ of withdrawal of federal, s .. ~t~ndards and the resumption of full state
authority for the water quality of the vital San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta.

"The Bay-DeltaAccord signed one ye~ ago stands as a significant step forward toward cooperative,
ecosystem managementofthis critically-important estuary. Yet,it remains abegirming," statedDoug.
Wheeler, Secretary for the California Resources Agency and chairof Governor Wilson’s Water
Policy Council. "Understandably, the full potential of the Accord has yet to be realized. Wemust
build On the achievements of the past year and focus0ur efforts on the foremost objec.tive of this
process: a mutually-acceptable, long-term solution for the Bay-Delta complex. Through the work of
the StateWater Resources Control Board.and other actions, the State has shown its commitment to fix
.the Bay-Delta in a comprehensive mannerthat serves the needs of Ca!ifomia’s water usersand the

¯ -        environment."                                             .

"As I talkto others wrestling with water issues across the Nation, I cite the A~cord as a-model for
¯ other states," noted John Garamendi, Assistant Secretary of the Department of the Interior. "~ want to

reiterate my Continuing support for this consensus process and reaffirmthe Departrnent’s commitment
to work cooperativelyto achieve the goals still before you."

¯ According to Bob Perciasepe, Assistant Administrator for the U:S. Environmental~Pro~tectionAgency,
"The water.quality standards, reflect the key values embodied in the Bay-Delta Accord: that greater
environmental protection can be.compatible wlth economic development, that federal-state
partnership can help to bring about ~hat compatibility--and’that the Accord will work if all participants
k̄eep the letter and spiri[ofall their commitments."                             .                ¯
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In addition to ~water qualitystandards ~d waterproject operational contr~Is,the Bay~Delta J(c~ord
~alled for implementation ofp~0jects tha~ w~uld address ~ome 0fthe non-flow problems of the ..
estuary’s fishe .ry_~ The nine habitat inipt0vement prog’rams an~0tinced today include repiacemen~ of
~pawning gravei,, improvement ~0f migratory fish passage, new fish screens and Control of pesticide
runoff. They will be implemented upstream a.19ng the sa.c~am~ntomid San Jbaquin ri~cer~, upstream

. the Della’proper.

These initialproject_s t.otal $4 millio~a. Iii another ke~ ann0i~r~cement-todaY; $1.7milii0n was added by
a group of ~horti~ern California urban Water agencies tothe $.i 0 miliion habitat restoration (Category ;.
III) fund establisheda year ago. with~m initiai contribution b~the Metrop01itar~ water District of

Anson Moran, General Manager .... ..... " .......... " ....of the San Francisco Pubiie utilities Corrm~ission, stated,"one y~ar
ago, i Was-impressed_with remarkable nature of the. Bay-Delta Actor& One year iater, I remain

impressedwith whathaS been accomplighed-afld, yes, wlth Wha~ remains to be done. Bythis .
contribution to the habitat restoration fund~ northern california urban "_water users are d~monstrating
.theircommitment to helping to find workable solutions." ~ ~ -                - ~

"A healthy Category’III restoration program plays a critical role in demonstrating the viabilitY Of
larger-scale:ecosystem restoration 0pportunities_that cou!dbeachieved under CALFED’s pr0gram,~’
noted MWD.GeneralManager John R. Wodrask.a.-He added that the Accord itself sent a strong signal.
to-the, financial... ~ommunity that a Cooperative.resolutio~ was possible for catifomia’s complex water
resource Conflicts.and has forestalled possibly negative.actions they-might have taken in regards to

As Da~idF{lllerton~ staff scientist with the Natural Heritage InStitute put it, ’.iThe agreement reached a
ye~ ago today was a winner for both the environmentand the economy. It didn;t solve all our
problems, but it was a step..forward, and most importantly,-it shifted permanently the way we do water
planning in California: ::There isnow a broa ~dreeognition that we must.work cooperatively ito generate
mutual benefitsi.-Yes, speedbumps are slowing us down.- Some of the elements of theAccord have
yet to .be implemented, and we se~ some attemptsto .revert to Single interest initiatives. But- the broad
coalition that deyeloped the Accord remains intact and will’ continue tomove ahead to resolve by
c’0nsensus the pressing problems that fa~e Us. it’s th~ only waywe Can achie~esUccess.;r "

’:The collaborati:ve process that. developed the Bay-Delta Accord continues inca variety of ongoin~
discussions and negotiations among thestate’s water user~,’~ noted DariNelson, exectitive director of
the San Luis & DeltarMendota Water Authority;.whichis comprised Of federal water contractors
south of the Delta. "TheAccord broke the gridlock that has afflicted California water policy for
years," Nelson added. "Now the.mutual recognition by all parties that we need t0.improve the Delta
ecosystem and to provide a long-term resolution oft.he state’os water supply needs offers the bdst hope
for deVeloping a long,term solution."              _~
The Bay-Delta Accord,~signed 0ri December. 15, 1994, pr0.vided ~ignificant new water flows for Delta
fisheries while improving reliability to the urban and agricultural areas that rely onthe Delth for their
water supplies. In additi0nto.state and federal regulatory agencies, the Accord Was de~el~0Ped,and
supported by a wide array Of Ca_lif~. rniawaterinterests, inclu~ ding the agdcult:ural~ environmental,
urban and business cOmmunities:           -             -.-~ . " ’ :~.~ -        "
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As envisioned in the Ace0id, ...... the State Water Resources Contro! Board (SWRCB) adopted a new
water quality plan for the Delta estuikr~ in May; and this plan Was subsequently approved by the
federal EPA. Thatapprova! Setin motibn.the process tO withdraw federal water quality control..
standards in the Deltm The S~rRCB,. ,~ is now developing its wate~I right decision to implement the plan.
In the interim,, the State Water Project and the Central Valley Project have assumed primary
responsibility for meeting the standards.                      _ .              ~ . ¯

The Acqord al~o marked a ,tu~. ~’ng po!nt in the way thiit California operates i~s water Suppl~. system
and develops.water policy, Since itssigning, for exampl~ r~presentatives of the various water
interests have worked together in a new ’~’Operation~s Groiap’~’_to .~o .ni_tor the Delta operati0r~s of the
state_ and federa~l water projects and eo~ordinate those.water supply operations .with a.Variety of
environmentalenhancementnrnlects_~          - "       _                              ..

¯ FinallY; .the Ae.�ord setthe stage for the CALFEDBay-Delta Pi?ogram, a major new state-fed~r~al
effort to collaboratively craft lon~;te ~.rm solutions to the conflicts b~tween the environm~ntal-res0urces
andWater supply operation.s in~the Delta.~The program also-addresse~ water quality issues and the
physical integrity of the Delta levees. -- -               ~-.    ~     ..            ¯                   ...- ~

’:This is our be~t chance " ~ -- " " ~ :
~

: :to fix the Delta,’! remarked Lester Snow, CALFED Bay-~Delta Program
Manager.... "’The CALFED Bay-Delta Program represents the co0rdinated.efforts of governmentand
..public groups iwhieh will help us to resolve water conflicts to the benefi~ of California ~.and the

- ¯With the active participation 0fhli thestakeli01der groups, the CALFED BayDelta pro.gram is
scheduled to release several alternative improVement program’s in May: i 9-96 thatwill theh undergo

ironme talr i "env n ev ew. ’ ..... . "

.... " " .. For more information .~
. " " " ,-please contact Judy Kelly at 916/657-2666. _ "
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